
Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 

http://www.uspto.gov/
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/resources/general_info_concerning_patents.pdf
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/resources/general_info_concerning_patents.pdf
https://oedci.uspto.gov/OEDCI/query.jsp
https://oedci.uspto.gov/OEDCI/query.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/index.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/index.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/resources/general_info_concerning_patents.pdf
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/resources/general_info_concerning_patents.pdf
https://oedci.uspto.gov/OEDCI/query.jsp
https://oedci.uspto.gov/OEDCI/query.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/index.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/index.jsp


Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 

http://www.freepatentsonline.com/
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/


Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 

http://www.freepatentsonline.com/3924100.pdf
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/3924100.pdf
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/3924100.pdf
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/3924100.pdf


Small Business Development Center 



Small Business Development Center 

The “D” means this is a design 

patent and not a utility patent. 

Electric equipment isn’t going to 

get us anything we can use. 

This isn’t exactly what we are 

looking for but it can help. 
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These guys work for a large 

company the employs them. 

They have several patents 

one leading to the next. 

Field of search gives you 

some good guidance on 

where to search. 
You may also need to look at 

the foreign patents. 
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These are the references 

cited by the inventor(s). If 

this patent is relevant to what 

you are looking for you 

should follow each and every 

one of these and look at the 

claims. 

---- 

This is exactly what a patent 

attorney does, but there is 

really no reason that the 

inventor cannot do it 

themselves before they go to 

a patent lawyer.  

These would be especially 

relevant. 
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Let’s look at this one. This is easy - nothing more than a 

insulated container for pizza delivery. I selected this one 

because we can all relate to what it is and how it is made.  
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“Prior Art” what has 

come before. 

The patent examiner has 

to be able to understand 

the drawings. 
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Details about the 

drawings. 

What problem does the 

patent solve – it must have 

a use or it cannot be 

patented.  
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The “claims” are really the patent. All the 

pictures, background and summations are 

important because the patent examiner 

must understand what the inventor is 

doing. 

The thing that makes this application 

different from other “prior art” is the claim – 

the claim by the inventor that this is new, 

unique, novel, and useful.  

When you look at a patent don’t get 

distracted by the pictures. Anything can be 

in the pictures to help explain the invention, 

but the claims are the real substance.   

In this case the inventor isn’t inventing a 

bag. He is claiming that this bag is “novel” 

because it has a metal and polyethylene 

heating element. 


